SOPHIA NICOLLS: Thank you very much for those powerful words, let's make a difference. And we have come almost to the end of the programme. And I'm going to ask you Michael how have you found the day?

MICHAEL SHARKEY: Really, really encouraging, inspiring, and just want to go back and get involved with some of these organisations and I really want to see some change in our churches and in our communities.

SOPHIA NICOLLS: I think one of the things that Jonathan said that I totally agree with, there are so many exhibits outside, so many organisations it is really important that we work together. Because we can together make a difference. So now we're going to invite James, who is going to lead in our wore shop before we finish after which we will invite Gordon to the platform.  

JAMES BOWDEN: I have been asked to do two songs, so we will skip the middle one, is that OK.  So on the song sheets, Servant King. I was going to ask the people to turn the projector off half way through, a church without words, I do that every week. you have to learn them. But I won't do that.  Servant King.

GORDON TEMPLE: Do be seated.  In Christ alone.  Here in the power of Christ we stand. I want to say thank you, thank you to you all for giving up time for travelling, for paying out, for getting here. To take an interest, to get involved, to learn, to listen to God, to fellowship with one another and to come with a heart to make a difference in churches and our organisations in our thinking and in our lives. I want to say thank you to a lot of people who have made today possible. First of all our sponsors, Premier, Care for the Family, and most of all the Diocese of Lichfield in whose territory we are, and without whom this would not have happened and the bishop committing half of the Lent Appeal to support the work of Churches for All in this way, we are deeply grateful for those who sponsored this event.  Great team of people from ticketing to technical. Lots of things I can't even begin to expand on. Through to volunteers, stewards who have looked after us today and the staff of this quite remarkable place that we're meeting in that I do believe is something in itself is for the glory of God. We are thankful for this place which has set a context in which we can do something that not only talks about how churches work with, engage with, function with, include a welcome for people with disabilities, dementia, long‑term chronic illness, deafness and their families and carers, but we have sought today to model that, to live that and to include each other and to give and to receive in this place.  Can you now express your appreciation to all those that have made this day possible.  (APPLAUSE) Our title is Enabling Church; think for a moment is it?  Is our church disabling or is it enabling. Enabling church, should it be?  Can it be?  Our churches places where people can find a welcome, much, much more where people can feel they truly belong and participate in every way. Whoever they are, whatever their life circumstances and situations. To receive and to contribute, to truly belong and in the church to find as Christ intended a place where we discover and live our true identity, a place where we find real wholeness, the place of shalom, the place of relationship, the place of belonging. The place where transformation begins and goes out into our community. Roy just briefly mentioned Luke 14 it just brought to mind these words "the owner of the house ordered his servant, go out quickly into the streets and the alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, the lame" we strike that all out as politically incorrect and totally inappropriate language, autistic people, people with dementia, people with long‑term chronic illnesses that simply aren't going to get better, people with any other condition, disability, long‑term chronic illness that they might have.  That we might go at under the master, the owner, and we his servants to go out into our community and bring them in, so that my house may be full.  We come to the end of this time together can we, if you are comfortable to do so stand together.  As a sign of fellowship we are going to use the words of the grace to bless one another, they are a bit scattered so this is going to involve a little bit of activity and stretching but working as I do.  Who doesn't see anything I don't know.  So I want to express our fellowship in a tactile way and reach out and hold all the appropriate part of the person nearby you.  And we with our eyes open our ears open or whatever part of our anatomy we might use to fellowship with one another, let's say to one a bless one another with the words of grace, the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and fellowship of the Holy Spirit be us all, forever more, amen.  God bless, safe travel.  









