MICHAEL SHARKEY: Hello and welcome to the Churches for All Enabling Churches 2014. We're so excited you are here today, we are really, and really glad you could come. We have an action‑packed, star‑studded line‑up today, we hope you have come with expectant hearts, we believe you are going to be inspired, enriched, challenged, and blown away by the power of God's message today.

      Speaking of action‑packed and star‑studded I would like to introduce you to my glamorous co‑host, Sophia Nicholls, she's the co‑founder of ASNA which is a charity supporting people living with disability. 

SOPHIA NICOLLS: This is Michael Sharkey, a fit, Paralympian and he's here today, we are going to be co-hosting the programme today, really happy to be here. Before we go on we have a few announcements we would like to make. We would like to start by thanking the Diocese of Lichfield and the bishop for making this possible.  

MICHAEL SHARKEY: So there is no fire alarm drill planned today, if you hear the fire alarm we strongly recommend that you leave the building! (Laughter) I suggest you go out of the main entrance you came in this morning, if you see anyone with you who might kneeled help, please lend a hand, hopefully we won't need to worry about that today. SOPHIA NICOLLS: We would like to thank Premier Radio for the media.  And a short announcement to make with respect to the fact that there is going to be a team filming today from Lichfield diocese, they will be taking some photographs and filming, if anybody would strongly object to being filmed they must let the team know. There is one more, I must remind everyone. Gordon has asked me to remind that some of you who have come in without registering; Gordon has asked during the coffee break if you would make your way out back to the reception and register, we want to make sure we know who is here today.

MICHAEL SHARKEY: There are audio messages on the website.  The messages of all the speakers today, so if you would like to hear anything that was said today again, please log on. So we would like to start by asking each other a couple of questions, we have only met each other this morning. Hopefully we can get to know each other a little better and you can know why we are sitting here talking to you. So, could you tell us about the story behind the inspiration of Asna?

SOPHIA NICOLLS: It was started around 17 years ago, my first came from the experience of my first son Nigel and Matthew our other son, he was born blind, as he got older we recognised he also had severe learning difficulties, we both attend a church and are active in our church, we felt there was a need for our church to have a bit more of an understanding of the issues facing families with disabilities. So with a few other carers we started the association, first of all it became an association, then it became a charity in 2003, and our main focus is two‑fold, to support people directly with disability, families, people who are carers, to help them recognise they are not alone. That was one of the things we felt. A lot of isolation within our church, we provide this by residential breaks, we provide also one‑on‑one meetings and opportunities for people to meet up. And the other thing we do is we do provide training and awareness programmes, we believe very much that our churches need to recognise that the barriers that exist need to be broken. We help them to recognise what the barriers are, how to break them down, and so the gospel can be accessible for all.

MICHAEL SHARKEY: What are you hoping to achieve over the next few years?

SOPHIA NICOLLS: We want to encourage our churches to recognise they are for all. Most importantly that people with disabilities don't just generally want to be cared for but be part of the life in the church. They want to be involved. Really it is about education and support.

MICHAEL SHARKEY: What excites you about today?

SOPHIA NICOLLS: The fact there is so many people, and everyone will be an ambassador for the ministry, going back to your churches and communities that this message will be dissimulated amongst the members and the churches will begin to recognise the importance of inclusion, a sense of belonging and that the gospel will be accessible to for all.

      I would like to know about you Michael, you are a Paralympian, 2012, tell us about the game that you are involved in, Go‑ball, anyone heard of it?  There are a few hands, for those of you who don't know tell us about it?

MICHAEL SHARKEY: It is a sport for partially blind and blind people, it is a little bit like handball, you have two teams of three players at opposite ends of the court, and everyone has shades on so they can't see anything at all. You have a ball with a bell in it, you throw the ball down to the other end of the court where the opposition are waiting for it, your opposition are trying to block the ball and stop it from going into the goal behind them. They will pick up the ball and throw it back to you; you need to try to stop it as well.

SOPHIA NICOLLS: That sounds dangerous, but clearly it is not too bad, I can see why you are so fit with the greatest respect. You were involved in the 2012 Olympics, weren't you? Tell us about that experience, how did you find that?

MICHAEL SHARKEY: It was an amazing experience, the combination of a lot of years of hard work, blood, sweat and tears, my poor long‑suffering wife put up with me being away an awful lot. I was very grateful about that. But the experience of the event itself was just amazing. For one thing I felt it a real privilege to be able to express myself through my sport, through this God‑given talent that I could show worship to him through my sport. God didn't gift me with a beautiful voice to sing with, what he did give me was an ability to throw a medicine ball very hard at other people! It was a real pleasure to be able to do that for him. (Laughter) and I mean, I just would also say, the Paralympics was brilliant because I really felt that you had a little taste of what heaven was going to be like one day. The fact that there was so many people, all coming together, even just in my sport, that everyone should go excited and passionate about it, that even Londoners would speak to one another! Strangers, and just a feeling if people can come together for this one little thing, this sport, one what it will be like in heaven one day when we all come together as one body and praise Our Lord Jesus Christ, I just think you know we had a little taste of that with the Paralympics and it makes me really excited about that.

SOPHIA NICOLLS: So about today, let's see, how about if we find out who is taking ten minutes to get here today, call out everybody in. Those who have taken ten minutes to get here today shout as loud as you can "everybody in". There is a few.

MICHAEL SHARKEY: You are so lucky, how about an hour, who has taken an hour to get here today.  “Everybody in"!

SOPHIA NICOLLS: Those of you have taken five hours to get here, if you call out "everybody in".

MICHAEL SHARKEY: A long way. We should give them a clap.  (APPLAUSE) Have we got anybody who took a day to get here, everybody in?

FLOOR: Everybody in?

SOPHIA NICOLLS: Where have you come from Randy?  RANDY LEWIS: Chicago!

MICHAEL SHARKEY: We want to introduce the Bishop of Wolverhampton, Clive Gregory, would you like to come up.  (APPLAUSE). So I was asked if I could ask a question for the bishop this morning just to get him started. So bishop, how is the cricket season going so far!! (Laughter)










