September 2nd 2012, Church of Christ the Cornerstone
Milton Keynes

9.00 am Service of the Word

Redefining 

Ability
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A Service to mark the London Paralympic Games

Welcome and Call to Worship

Opening Prayer

Loving and giving God, we praise you that each and every one of us is truly made in your image just as we are. Help us to appreciate that image in each other and not expect people to conform to a cultural understanding of what is normal and perfect.

We confess that, so often, we wish everyone was just like us and so we put up barriers to those who are in any way different.

We acknowledge that you came into this world to break down barriers, and you did this supremely through the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, who made it possible for us to enjoy you forever. We thank you that through the broken body of Jesus you brought wholeness to the world. 

May we, amid our brokenness, bring healing to the nations, and restore a vision of humanity where all are valued for who they are. Help us to build true communities where all people can serve God no matter how other people view them, for we are all one in Christ. 

We thank you that, one day, we will all stand before you and see you for who you really are, and marvel that we are part of this new community where all earthly differences have passed away. But until then, may we have a glimpse of this heavenly community now. 

We pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen

Hymn by Michael Perry, after Psalms 149 and 150, Tune: Jerusalem
1
Bring to the Lord a glad new song,
…
Bible Readings:
1 Corinthians 12:12–27 
One body, many parts

Luke 14:12-24 
Filling God's house

Sermon
“I want my house full!”
Hymn by Janet Wootton
1
God calls us to the royal feast -
…
Undefeated Motivation: Hear how faith in Jesus inspires athletes on their journey to sporting glory

If All People…

If all people had wings like birds,

those who could not fly would be considered impaired.

In our towns and cities there would be no roads or pavements,

no steps, or stairs or lifts.

Most people would just fly everywhere.

Instead of having seats or chairs, they would have perches.

It would be the lack of roads, pavements, steps, stairs, lifts, seats, chairs,

which would make the flying-impaired (avionically challenged?) people disabled.

If all people had gills like fish,

those who could not breathe underwater would be considered impaired.

In our towns and cities there would be no roads or pavements,

no steps, or stairs or lifts.

Most people would just swim everywhere.

Instead of arms and legs, they would have fins.

It would be the lack of roads, pavements, steps, stairs, lifts, fins,

which would make the swimming-impaired (scubaless?) people disabled.

So where is the disability?  In us or in our environment?

Diane Gordon, Manager of MKCIL: What does ‘integrated living’ mean?
Prayers of Intercession
Gracious God, Creator of all. We pray for a world that recognises that all people are created in your image. That all have immeasurable worth and warrant dignity and respect. 

Creator of all, hear our prayer 
We pray for a world where inequalities are levelled so that children with disabilities will not die in infancy or be left uncared for and unloved.

Creator of all, hear our prayer 
We ask that fear and failure to understand will not govern actions, and that feelings of shame and blame will be transformed to promote opportunities and hope.

Creator of all, hear our prayer 
Gracious God may we know how much richer our lives will be when we recognise you in one another. May our comfort and confusion not prevent us from being inspired to work toward the change we know is possible. 

In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Notices and Offering

Hymn by Marty Haugen (CHE 752)
1
Here in this place, new light is streaming, 

…
Closing Prayer

May the blessing of the God the Father,

who breathed life into creation,

inspire us to work toward a world

where justice and hope are realised.
May the Jesus Christ, who lived among us,

inspire us to recognise the value and potential of all.
May the Holy Spirit, who comforts and challenges us

inspire us to overcome the obstacles and barriers that prevent us

from celebrating the ability of all.

Amen
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